Congress of the United States
Washington, BC 20515

October 2, 2024

The Honorable Denis McDonough
Secretary

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
810 Vermont Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20420

Dear Mr. Secretary,

We are writing to express our concern regarding the latest attempt by the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) initiative to weaken Veteran’s surgical anesthesia care standards.'

To date, there appears to be no rationale for the VA to diminish its current standards.
Specifically, no independent patient safety research exists to support changes to VA’s well-
established policies. To the contrary, existing data suggests dismantling the team-based model of
care would result in increased risk of harm to Veterans, particularly to the recently enrolled
PACT Act Veterans, a patient population with unique health care needs. This is neither
appropriate, safe, nor in the best interest of Veterans. The care of these patients requires the
safest, highest medical standards available. VA is currently well-staffed with physician
anesthesiologists to provide this level of care.

A recent survey by the American Legion also found that nine out of 10 veterans said they
preferred to have the same care within the VA that they would receive within any other hospital
system.” Veterans overwhelmingly preferred to have physician-administered anesthesia care by
a 12 to one margin, and more than 71 percent believe the VA standard of care would negatively
change if physician were replaced. VA patients have earned and deserve the same standards of
care as civilians, not a different standard and certainly not a weaker standard.

Lacking clear justification for changes to Veterans anesthesia care standards, VA should affirm
its existing standards and put an immediate end to any initiative to weaken or lower the quality
of care for our nation’s Veterans.

Sincerely,
7&%&# AWeiha 2K (.
David Scott Michael R. Turner
Member of Congress Member of Congress

' VA National Standards of Practice. Listening Session. September 21, 2023. Accessed May 8, 2024.
https://www.va.gov/STANDARDSOFPRACTICE/docs/NSP_ListeningSession5 Transcript 508.pdf.
> American Legion National Survey on Veterans’ Care Preferences. 18 Sept. 2023. Available HERE.
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Cc: The Honorable Shereef Elnahal, MD, MBA
Undersecretary for Health
U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs

Page 6

T Wleee

Nancy Méce )
Member of Congress

#Mz'ga‘@v

Julia Letlow, Ph.D.
Member of Congress




