
May 2, 2025

The Honorable Andy Harris
Chairman
Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural 
Development, Food and Drug Administration,
and Related Agencies
2362-A Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Sanford Bishop, Jr.
Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Agriculture, Rural 
Development, Food and Drug Administration,
and Related Agencies
1036 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Harris and Ranking Member Bishop:

As you consider the Fiscal Year (FY) 2026 Agriculture,  Rural Development,  Food and Drug
Administration and Related Agencies Appropriations bill, we urge you to support our nation’s
most  vital  food program by including  bill  language that  provides  “such sums as  necessary”
funding  for  the  Supplemental  Nutrition  Assistance  Program  (SNAP).  This  language  would
protect SNAP benefits in the event of unanticipated increases in participation or a government
shutdown.

SNAP is the nation’s  largest  federal  program working to  fight hunger  by providing over 42
million low-income Americans with food assistance each month. Studies have overwhelmingly
shown that SNAP benefits reduce food insecurity, alleviate poverty, and boost local economies.
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) estimates that in a recovering economy,
$1 in SNAP benefits generates $1.50 in economic activity.

As you know, SNAP is one of the only major entitlement programs at risk of not being able to
cover benefits during a government shutdown or if annual funding is inadequate to cover the
program’s needs for the entire fiscal year. To protect the millions of Americans who rely on this
essential  anti-hunger  program to put food on their  tables,  we request that  the Subcommittee
include language providing an appropriation of “such sums as may be necessary” for SNAP for
the latter part of the fiscal year, as is done for Medicaid.

To  this  end,  we  request  the  inclusion  of  the  following  language  to  provide  such  sums  as
necessary and advance funding for SNAP:

For making, after June 30 of the current fiscal year, benefit payments to individuals, and
payments to States or other non-Federal entities, pursuant to the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008
(7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.), for unanticipated costs incurred for the last three months of the fiscal
year,  such  sums as  may  be  necessary:  For  necessary  expenses  to  carry  out  the  Food  and
Nutrition Act of 2008, (7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.) for the first quarter of fiscal year 2027, such sums
as may be necessary to remain available through September 30, 2027.



SNAP offers much needed support to America’s most vulnerable populations, and we have a
responsibility to ensure Congress can continue to support the millions of low-income families,
including young children, seniors, and veterans struggling with food insecurity. We kindly urge
the  Subcommittee  to  provide  “such  sums”  language  for  SNAP  in  FY26  and  appreciate
consideration of this request.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter. 

Sincerely,

David Scott
Member of Congress

Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.
Member of Congress

Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Sharice L. Davids
Member of Congress

Yassamin Ansari
Member of Congress

Kevin Mullin
Member of Congress

Jasmine Crockett
Member of Congress

Haley M. Stevens
Member of Congress

Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress
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Jennifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress

LaMonica McIver
Member of Congress

Wesley Bell
Member of Congress

Bennie G. Thompson
Member of Congress

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

Becca Balint
Member of Congress

Seth Moulton
Member of Congress

Sara Jacobs
Member of Congress

Judy Chu
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

Jonathan L. Jackson
Member of Congress

Stephen F. Lynch
Member of Congress

Shri Thanedar
Member of Congress

Maxwell Alejandro Frost
Member of Congress
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Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

Adam Smith
Member of Congress

Morgan McGarvey
Member of Congress

Jahana Hayes
Member of Congress

Julie Johnson
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress

Joe Courtney
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Dina Titus
Member of Congress

Richard E. Neal
Member of Congress

Lucy McBath
Member of Congress

Lizzie Fletcher
Member of Congress

Yvette D. Clarke
Member of Congress

Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress
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Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

Bill Foster
Member of Congress

Gilbert Ray Cisneros, Jr.
Member of Congress

Brittany Pettersen
Member of Congress

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

Valerie P. Foushee
Member of Congress

Jimmy Panetta
Member of Congress

Seth Magaziner
Member of Congress

Nellie Pou
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
Member of Congress

Nikema Williams
Member of Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

April McClain Delaney
Member of Congress
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Greg Landsman
Member of Congress

Donald G. Davis
Member of Congress

Delia C. Ramirez
Member of Congress

Sarah Elfreth
Member of Congress

Gabe Amo
Member of Congress

Joyce Beatty
Member of Congress

John B. Larson
Member of Congress

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Donald Norcross
Member of Congress

Rick Larsen
Member of Congress

Joaquin Castro
Member of Congress

Emilia Strong Sykes
Member of Congress

Mary Gay Scanlon
Member of Congress

Terri A. Sewell
Member of Congress

Page 6



Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress

Josh Riley
Member of Congress

Zoe Lofgren
Member of Congress

Val Hoyle
Member of Congress

J. Luis Correa
Member of Congress

William R. Keating
Member of Congress

Dave Min
Member of Congress

Greg Stanton
Member of Congress

Mikie Sherrill
Member of Congress

Chris Pappas
Member of Congress

Johnny Olszewski, Jr.
Member of Congress

Linda T. Sánchez
Member of Congress

Emanuel Cleaver, II
Member of Congress

Darren Soto
Member of Congress
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Eric Sorensen
Member of Congress

Shomari Figures
Member of Congress

Suhas Subramanyam
Member of Congress

Sarah McBride
Member of Congress

Robin L. Kelly
Member of Congress

Suzan K. DelBene
Member of Congress

Deborah K. Ross
Member of Congress

Sydney Kamlager-Dove
Member of Congress

George Latimer
Member of Congress

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

Steven Horsford
Member of Congress
Nevada's Fourth 
Congressional District

Gabe Vasquez
Member of Congress
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Ayanna Pressley
Member of Congress

Jesús G. "Chuy" García
Member of Congress

Laura Friedman
Member of Congress

Luz M. Rivas
Member of Congress

Ritchie Torres
Member of Congress

Lori Trahan
Member of Congress

Kelly Morrison
Member of Congress

Al Green
Member of Congress

Sean Casten
Member of Congress

Ilhan Omar
Member of Congress

Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

Nikki Budzinski
Member of Congress

Lateefah Simon
Member of Congress

Angie Craig
Member of Congress
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Marilyn Strickland
Member of Congress

Chrissy Houlahan
Member of Congress

Maxine Dexter
Member of Congress

Pablo José Hernández
Member of Congress

Sam T. Liccardo
Member of Congress

Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick
Member of Congress

Stacey E. Plaskett
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Cleo Fields
Member of Congress

Jimmy Gomez
Member of Congress

Robert Garcia
Member of Congress

Kristen McDonald Rivet
Member of Congress

Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress
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Jim Himes
Member of Congress

Dan Goldman 
Member of Congress

Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress

Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress

Janelle S. Bynum
Member of Congress

Teresa Leger Fernández
Member of Congress

Jill Tokuda
Member of Congress

Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress
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